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Oaths and Covenants 


By 
The Enduring Gnostic the Spiritual Erudite 
Shaykh Abd’1-Qaadir ibn Mustafa ibn Muhammad at-Turuudi 


Annotated by 
The poor servant in need of the mercy of his Independent 
Praiseworthy Lord, 
Shaykh Abu Alfa ‘Umar Muhammad Shareef bin Farid 
O Allah forgive him, his parents, family and children Amen 


In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful, may Allah send blessings upon our 
master Muhammad, his family, and Companions and grant them abundant peace. 

Says the one needy of Allah, Abd’l-Qaadir ibn al-Mustafa, to continue this is 
the book of: 

Oaths and Covenants 

... which I made compulsory upon myself to fulfill as an incumbent command 
and an obligatory judgment at the hand of the greatest confidant and most majestic 
professor who it suffices in knowing his character without overtly citing his name. I 
wrote them down in order to remind myself and also to relate them to others; not in 
order to boast. Whoever wishes from the successful can follow me in these oaths and 
covenants based upon his/her innate abilities from knowledge, behavior, states, 
spiritual stations or rank; either through unmediated means or mediated means. This is 
because these oaths and covenants are a part of the Muhammadan character traits and 
Angelic merits. 

I say, and success is with Allah, I have taken upon myself an oath and 
covenant to spread the wing of mercy to all things in creation; and to view them with 
the same eye which the Absolute Being viewed them when He desired to create them. 
In this, I desire all good and sympathy for them; and to extend affection and kindness 
to all of them; regardless if they be believers, disbelievers, righteous, sinful, human, 
jinn, animals, vegetation, stones or mere clod of mud. To this extent, I have 
necessitated in myself each day to adhere to an all-embracing supplication for the 
good for the whole of creation by saying: “Oh Allah be merciful to the whole of Your 
creation and suffice them where they are incapable.” For, I say this three times every 
day and intend by it to fulfill this oath along with the necessity of keeping the law of 
the decree from them to the best of my ability. 

I have taken an oath of covenant to construct my doctrine of belief upon the 
verses of the Qur’an and not upon evidences of reason or the theories of scholastic 
theology. In this position I am a blind follower and the source of my blind following 
is the Infallible Qur’an. For, if for example, I were to be asked for the evidence of the 
in-time creation of the cosmos, I-would not-answer with: ‘The in-time creation of non- 
essential contingent exigencies is due to the in-time creation of the creational 
essences.’ Nor would I utilize other than that from the theories of scholastic theology. 
On the contrary, I would say: ‘Allah ta‘ala says: ‘Allah is the Creator of everything.’ 
In reality there is no other evidence for me other than that. Therefore, I would 
articulate this evidence from Allah having absolute certainty in the truthful reality of 
the Qur’an and no other; since I have seen that the evidences of reason in no way 
discloses the direct experiential knowledge of Allah. The evidences of reason are 
limited to establishing the existence of an incomprehensible deity and that Its 
attributes are so and so. But the evidences of reason cannot fathom in any way the 
precise essential what-ness of that deity. As for the Qur'an, it emerged from presence 
of Allah by means of Jibril to His messenger Muhammad; and that is a matter which 
is decisive. So realize that. 

I have taken an oath and covenant to closely reflect upon the established 
precepts and researched theories regarding the majority of existing things and upon 
what emerges from the influences which some parts of existence have upon others. I 
have not disregarded the benefits and blessings which are in these precepts. Further, I 
have refrained from being like the mentally shallow who say that created existence 
has no effective influence, whatsoever. In holding this position, I remain completely 
acquainted with the fundamental Divine realities from which all things have emerged. 


I have taken an oath and covenant to believe firmly with my heart and 
envision with my mind that all the dynamic emanating phenomenal forces in the 
universe with all of their influences, impacts, powers and effects be they natural and 
instinctive or volitional and elective are all in reality the effects and dynamic 
influences from the reality of the Prime Doer, which is the Essence of the One, glory 
be to Him. 

I have taken an oath and covenant to weigh and measure all that I possess of 
comprehension with the verses of the Qur’an and the traditions of the Prophet. In this 
I have been given a special strength. For, there is no comprehension or understanding 
that I possess except that its source from the Qur’an and prophetic traditions has been 
made crystal clear to me. Whoever doubts this, then let him test me. 

I have taken an oath and covenant that I will not face off or contend with 
anyone in a way in which that person may dislike; even when the bad character of the 
individual requires me to. For, contending with others in ways that are reprehensible 
is too repugnant and harmful to enumerate. This oath is extremely difficult to uphold, 
so may Allah assist us to fulfill it by means of His benevolence and kindness. 

I have taken an oath and covenant not to take honor in anything from spiritual 
excellence, lineage, worldly commodities or even actions and behavior of the 
Hereafter. Rather that my nobility and honor would be from what I possess of direct 
experiential gnosis of the Absolute Being and direct companionship with His 
messenger and nothing more. I ask Allah ta‘ala by His kindness that He assist me in 
this, for He has power over all things. 

I have taken an oath and covenant not to belittle anyone among the Muslims 
even if his sins are apparent; not to believe in my soul that I have any right of 
superiority over him in any way; and to believe that he has a right over me just as I 
believe that the rights of others are over me as a part of the unmistakable judgments of 
the Muslims. 

I have taken an oath and covenant to not compete with anyone in a right which 
that person has a greater right over than me. Rather, I will stop with the fundamental 
right which is mine until it is they who compete with me in my right. Then at that 
point, I will contend with them with the truth for the truth regardless if that right of 
mine is of a religious or worldly nature. Realize that the prerequisites for reclaiming 
and demanding one’s rights is well known with the masters of the art of disposal. 

I have taken an oath and covenant not to take two distinct causative factors or 
more in seeking after my worldly affairs. Rather, I will stop with a single cause and 
will not add any additional causative factors until the one I relied upon fails. Then I 
will change to another causative factor for earning wealth. This is mainly in order not 
to make things constricted for other Muslims in their causative factors. 

I have taken an oath and covenant to closely consider the established 
principles which underline worldly customs. For, these principles are an impregnable 
mainstay in knowing the descent of worldly affairs, because these affairs descend in 
accordance with these principles. Just as you are able take account of the customs 
with regard to the law, similarly consideration should be made with regard to the 
divine realities. So realize that. 

I have taken and oath and covenant not to invite anyone from the people to 
what I have learned from the philosophical and elemental sciences; even though I 
took these sciences in a sound manner, rejecting from that what is in these sciences of 
errors. Along with that, I will not teach these sciences to anyone in order that they 
may not be led astray; and errors will thus revert back to me, may Allah protect me. 


On the contrary, I will invite them to sound legitimate knowledge, the Qur’an, the 
Sunna, jurisprudence and spiritual purification. 

I have taken an oath and covenant not to utilize anything from the sciences of 
differentiation, spells, incantations, charms, and the subjugation of jinn for either 
advantage or protection. On the contrary, I have abandoned these all together, even 
though I acquired and mastered the essentials of these sciences. 

I have taken an oath and covenant in line with the above vow, not to 
implement anything from the science of letters and science of the Divine Names, in a 
way which could cause harm to Muslims. However, when these can bring benefit to 
me, I will utilize it in justifiable circumstances for procuring benefit and protection. 

I have taken an oath and covenant not to search into the unseen by means of 
divination, soothsaying, astrology, or any of the baseless occult sciences. Yet, 
independent of these sciences, I have procured knowledge of the unseen by means of 
the true dream. For nothing has occurred in these times except that I have seen it 
effortlessly in my dream before it actually occurred. 

I have taken an oath and covenant to keep secret what is with me from the 
sciences of the spiritual realities and secrets and to conceal my works regarding these. 
This is because these sciences are an exalted class of sciences for the spiritually elite 
and are only designated for those who are spiritually prepared from among the People 
of Allah. 

I have taken an oath and covenant to follow the same course as the people, 
following the example and generation of my age; along with what they adhere to from 
jurisprudence, and betaking with what remains with the people. This custom will not 
harm me in my affair as long as I do not contrive an invention which negates my 
spiritual station. 

I have taken an oath and covenant not to dishonor anyone among the Muslims 
whoever he/she may be; and even if they exhibited to intense enmity towards me. 

I have taken an oath and covenant not to be arrogant, not to be oppressive, and 
not to act haughty in order to safeguard myself with the primordial veil of Allah as a 
protection. 

I have taken an oath and covenant not to reveal to anyone what I possess from 
the secrets of the times, and from what will be in them from kingdoms and 
government ministers; although I have become thoroughly acquainted with that and 
learned it without my seeking after it. 

I have taken an oath and covenant not to reveal the knowledge of secrets by 
which Allah established this Sokoto government. The authority in the government of 
is not befitting to anyone in this community except for the one whom this secret has 
become an established fact. For this secret moves freely among them as it wishes, so 
realize that. 

Here, I have completed the oaths and covenants which I hope Allah will assist 
me in fulfilling all of their rights and help me in establishing the necessities of their 
affair, by the rank of His generous messenger, and all praises are due to Allah the 
Lord of the worlds. The script is complete with the praise of Allah and the best of His 
assistance, and blessings be upon the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and 
grant him peace — Amen. 
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